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Introduction 

 

The law is constantly changing, with amendments and repeals affecting the 

wording of statutes all the time. While current acts are available in a consolidated 

form, it may be necessary to know what the law stated at a certain time, and that 

often requires some extra work. This guide will show you the steps to find and 

create legislation as it appeared at a certain point in time. 

 

Locating Prior Versions 

 

If the act you are looking for was a recent addition or amendment, usually after 

2002, it may be already be available online as a saved point-in-time version.  

Federal 
Statutes of Canada are available online with point-in-time data available from 

January 1, 2003 onwards for the Acts and March 22, 2006 onwards for the 

regulations. 

Canadian acts are available at https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/ 

 

To start: 

 Find the act you are 

looking for by either searching 

for the name of the act,  

  

or by browsing for the act in the 

consolidated act 

  

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/
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Once you have found the act 

you are looking for, there will 

be an option for past versions 

 

 

 

 

 

From there you will be given all the 

versions available online, and you can 

simply select the time you are looking 

for 
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Manitoba  
 

Manitoba’s statutes are online at web2.gov.mb.ca/laws 

Acts can be searched, or 

browsed by using the links 

at the top of the page 

 

 

 

After you have located your act, look for a link labelled “Show previous versions” 

just above the body of the act. 

 

 

 

This will open up a list of 

previous versions of the 

consolidated act as they 

appeared during those 

times. 

  

file:///C:/Users/KaSawatzky/Downloads/web2.gov.mb.ca/laws
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Historical Point in Time 

 

If the act you are looking for is prior to 2003, then you will need to search the 

print versions and update the statutes with any amendments manually. 

 There are two options; 

 Print copies available at the Manitoba Law Library 

Or electronic versions, available on HeinOnline behind the Member’s Portal. 

The process for both Federal and Provincial point-in-time legislation is similar. 

 

For both federal and provincial legislation, acts were consolidated with their 

amendments into revisions every so often. These revision years will give you a 

starting point without needing to go back to the very first version. 

 

Start with the closest revision year prior to the year you are looking for.  

 

Federal 
 

Federal statutes were revised 1886, 1906, 1927, 1952, 1970, and 1985 

 

Provincial (Manitoba) 
 

Manitoba statutes where revised 1892, 

1902, 1913, 1924 (consolidated 

amendments), 1940, 1954, 1970. 

And Re-enacted: 1987-1990 
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Backdating 
 

Tracing the history of an act is known as ‘backdating’. 

To find an earlier version, or originating act, you will have to trace the act through 

the revision years to the enacting annual statute. If the year you are looking for is 

after the 1987 re-enactment, you can use online resources to track the history. 

The information table of the Government Laws website will show you the history 

of the act. 

 

But if you need earlier years you will have to look at previous revisions. 

 

For example: Let’s find the original Manitoba Civil Service Act.  

We can see that the online version gives us RSM 1987, c. C110, but that does not 

go back further. Check in the annual statutes of 1986-87 (which is in the volume 

prior to the re-enactment), and look at the “List of Statutes in Continuing 
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Consolidation.” This gives us RSM 1970 as a previous revised version to look at. 

 

Looking at the 1970 Revised statutes:

 

We can see the originating act is SM 1960 c. 6. If it had given us a revised (RSM) 

year we would have to look at that one and keep going. But we should also check 

to see if the act amended or repealed any others. 

 

At the end of the SM 1960 c. 6 version we see that the act did repeal an earlier 

version  

 

Continue tracing back the acts to see if there are earlier versions. 

We should eventually get to the 1891 version: 
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Reading the act tells us 

there are no previous acts 

this act repealed or 

amended by this act. 
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331-408 York Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C 0P9 

204-945-1958 

Library@lawsociety.mb.ca 

If you have any further questions or need assistance 

with any of the information provided, do not hesitate 

to contact staff at the library and we’ll be happy to 

help. 
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